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SYLVIA PARRY
UNIVERSITY DEFICITS

Some surprising details were disclosed by the Press in regard to Uni-
versity costs per student. :

If it is indeed true that the average cost of a student at a university is
in the nature of six to seven thousand lira, and this leeway when discussing
a population of thirteen thousand students makes a difference of 13 million
lira, then it would be much cheaper to institute External Degrees in a num-
ber of Disciplines.

Many of the subjects studied at a University require only a classroom,
no equipment except for the rare demand of an inch of chalk, and a lecturer
reading from the notes he has obtained from books. Discussions and ques-
tions are usually sternly discouraged.

All that would bt needed for the study of linguistics, languages, Bible
and allied studies such as the Mishna and Talmud, history, the social
sciences, geography, geology or archaeology would be a reading list. Field
meetings cost nothing as expenses are always borne by the participants them-
selves.

There are excellent models for external degrees both in Europe and the

States, and the Open University in England now has experience of commu-
nicating lessons by means of the Television and Radio. To these a tape-
recorder can always be hooked up so that lessons can be referred to as
often as needed or required at leisure.

Th Television was originally established for educational purposes. It
has sadly relapsed into a cross between bad entertainment and an insult to
our intelligence.

The best time to use the Television would be from 3 pm. to 7 p.m.
when the teenage population should be doing its homework. It might even
be possible by the means of this interval from the rubbish often shown, to
put pressure on offsprings by denying them the use of the television unless
homework is adequately completed.

External degrees would make it possible for many people to work
full time and study for pleasure rather than for the pressure imposed in
obtaining a qualification which is often obtained dishonestly in the exami-
nation room (see the press for frequent articles on the subject) simply
because there is often a gap between what is taught and examined. Proper
syllabuses now often lacking would have to be planned for each course or
they could not be published. ; ;
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